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EuroHealthNet (www.eurohealthnet.eu) networks the regional and national agencies re-
sponsible and accountable for health promotion, public health and disease prevention in the
EU. Itis part of an International Collaboration on the Social Determinants of Health (ICSDH)
via its special project, the Equity Channel (www.equitychannel.net) which brings together
stakeholders and bodies working to improve health and equity via the social determinants of
health. The Equity Channel has been set up as a platform to share knowledge and evidence
online, and to develop strong partnerships to promote and implement outcomes of the WHO
Commission on the Social Determinants of Health (CSDH). The Equity Channel is coordinat-
ing the EuroHealthNet response to the EC consultation on the EU 2020 Strategy.

While the EC advocates for the importance of economic growth, productivity and competi-
tiveness in order to tackle the Uniond s future challenges, the Equity Channel insists that so-
cial cohesion is crucial to achieve an economically sustainable future for Europe. This is par-
ticularly true in the context of the current economic and financial crisis. It is essential to ensure
these economic, competitive and growth orientations do not become objectives in themselves
but contribute to achieving the Uniond s overall aim fi to promote peace, its values and the
well-being of its peopled while also striving to pursue to the WHO definition of what consti-
tutes health, i.e. 6 a state of complete physical, mental and social well-being and not merely
the absence of disease or infirmity.6 Therefore, we strongly believe that health and well-
being are underpinning factors of economic prosperity and should be recognised as such.

The refocused Lisbon Strategy made progress in some areas however; the social and environ-
mental policies pursued proved too weak and thus failed to achieve their goals, in particular to
prevent the increasing socio-economic inequalities between and within EU Member States.
Therefore, the Equity Channel would like to highlight the following key recommendations:
1. Increase Investment in health:
1 The EU should establish common approaches and methodologies to undertaking
economic analysis that incorporate health and health equity;

f

f

Visit equitychannel.net for more information
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